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B-3073 - B-3078 1815-1825/1870's 
805-829 S. Charles St. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private and semi-public access 

The rows of two and a half story, two bay wide brick houses at 813-819 
S. Charles St. and 821-829 S. Charles St. are among the earliest surviving 
rows of Federal-style houses built in the Federal Hill area. The houses at 
813-819 S. Charles St. are the earliest, having been built between 1815 and 
1819 by Andrew Rohr, a butcher who lived at 813 S. Charles St. The houses 
are noteworthy for being only one room deep, a fact that corresponds to their 
early date. The larger, two-room deep row at 821-829 S. Charles St. was built 
in 1818-1820 by John Cator, a local brickmaker. 821-825 S. Charles St. are 
in close to their original exterior condition but 827-829 S. Charles St. now 
serves as a local bar and the facade has been drastically altered. To the 
north of Churchill St., at 805-807 and 809-811 S. Charles St., there are two 
pairs of three story, two bay wide brick buildings with shed roofs and 
bracketed cornices, the first floor areas of each having at some point in 
the past been converted to storefronts. These buildings represent either 
replacements or enlargements of the original two and a half story houses 
that were built on this site in the early 1820's by Nelson Wells, a free 
black who worked in the area as a drayman. Except for the bar at 827-829 
S. Charles St. all of the houses in this block are currently unoccupied and 
awaiting renovation. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This pair of three story, two bay brick structures with shed roof and bracket 
cornice probably replaced an original 2 1/2 story brick house on this site in the 
late 1860's. The first floors of both structures seem to have always served as 
store-fronts. Each building has a two story rear kitchen wing. 

The buildings are three stories in height, 12 1/2' wide, and extend back on 
their lots about 50'. They are constructed in running bond. The shed roof is capped 
by a cornice of Italianate design consisting of a deeply projecting crown moMimg 
supported by carved nodillions. Scroll-sawed fleur-de-lis decorations appear on 
panels between the modillions and there is a row of cut-work scallop decorations 
beneath. Five carved wooden brackets connect the cornice to a lower molding strip 
carved with an egg and dart design. The brick freize area thus defined is punctuated 
by four scroll-sawed ventilating panels. Two rectangular chimneys are located along 
the partition wall between the two buildings. Each house also has a wide, rear 
chimney, rising against the east end wall of the kitchen addition. The window 
openings of the second floor have segmentally arched brick lintels with scroll-
sawed tympanum and wood sills; those of the third floor have flat wood lintels and 
sills. The original 2/2 sash survives in some of the windows; others are boarded up. 

The original store-front of 805 S. Charles St. has been modernized in an Aru 
Deco style, with rectangular black glass panels framing a two-sided plate glass 
shop window flush with the facade, supported on a concrete base. The modern door 
is recessed. The store-front of 807 S. Charles St. may be original, though it 
seems Colonial Revival in character. The deep cornice with its heavy crown molding 
and deep freize area is supported at either end by two paneled pilasters, and in 
the center with two engaged columns, all with Doric capitals. The three bay design 
thus formed originally had two long vertical glass panels to the left and the doorway 
to the right. The modern glass and panel door is surmounted by a single light transom 
The buildings sit on a low basement, the entrances being reached by three wide stone 
steps. There is an arched alleyway between the two buildings. 

The floor plans of 805-807 S. Charles St. are representative of the way in which 
Victorian style buildings were either designed or adapted for simultaneous commercial 
and residential use. The first floor of 807 S. Charles St. most recently served 
as the offices of an insurance company and the 1900-1930 vintage tall front counter, 
with its bank-like iron grating, still survives. This front business space extends 
back some 29' in depth. It seems to have always existed as one large space; the 
first floor of 805 S. Charles St. similarly consists of but a single deep room. The 
stairs, which rise to the second floor in three short flights, forming a U shape, 
are located in a rear passage between the main structure and the kitchen addition. 
There is an outside entrance from the alleyway, leading directly to the stair hall, 
thus indicating that the builder wished to provide^access ̂td the ̂ upstairs rooms -, 
separate from the business space below. The upstairs rooms could thus have been 
occupied either by the family running the business on the first floor, or rented 
out to tenants. A 14' deep kitchen with a wide fireplace on its end wall, extenc 
to the rear of the house. The second floor has three rooms, each with a fireplace— 
a front and back room over the main room below, and a rear room over the kitchen area. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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805-807 S. C h a r l e s S t . , c o n t . 

The stairs to the third floor rise from a narrow hallway between the front and 
back rooms. A partition wall encloses the second floor back room along its 
southern side, thereby forming a long hallway which connects the stair landing to 
the front room and the stairs to the third floor. The third floor is divided into 
a front and back room. These rooms do not have fireplaces. The ceilings of the 
house are high—those of the first floor are 10' in height, those of the second 
floor, 9', and those of the third floor 8 3/4' in height. 

Although the front doors of 805-807 S. Charles St. have been replaced with 
modern doors, the doors leading from the alleyways into the stair halls seem to 
be original. They are wide paneled doors flanked by vertical side lights and 
surmounted by light transoms. The main floor of both houses has 4' high 
vertical wainscoting. The doors of the third floor bedrooms have painted, simulated 
wood graining. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This pair of buildings is representative of the second phase of commercial/ 
residential construction in the Federal Hill area, being built after the Civil War 
in the then popular shed-roof, bracketed cornice Victorian style. This type of 
building served the same function as its pre-War gable-roofed predecessor, the first 
floor area serving as a store-front and the upper two floors serving as a residence 
for the family operating the store below, or to provide rental income for the landlord. 
The store-front facade of 807 S. Charles St. seems to be original to the building, 
and if so, is important as one of few surviving Victorian store-fronts in the area. 

A particular significance attaching to this property is the fact that the 2 story 
ouse that was formerly on the site was owned by Nelson Wells, a free man of color 
who worked as a drayman.* Wells bought this property and the lot adjoining to the 
south in 1818.^ Interestingly, when Wells' widow died her heir, a George Martin, also 
colored, sued the trustees of Well^' estate, who had gone ahead and sub-leased the 
two properties in question, for the right to collect the rents. Apparently it was 
the trustees of the estate who built the two buildings on the lots, for it was they 
who sub-leased the properties in 1868. Martin was successful in his suit, and therefore 
one can assume that the owners of the buildings at 805-811 S. Charles St. paid their 
ground rents to a black man.-* 

1Baltimore City Directory, 1822, 1842 

Baltimore City Land Records, Liber WG 148, Folio 454 

3Ibid., Liber GR 506, Folio 156 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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